BROWN BEAR LITERACY DAY PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Sensory Exploration
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Children can use their senses to explore sand with the animals. As children pour and measure, they are using their math skills.  They are also incorporating pretend play while they use the animals. 
Activity: (Find the animals)
1. Explore the animals from the story in the sand table.
2.  Children will find the different animals in the sand table and be creative with their imaginations.  Parents will help foster that imaginative play by building vocabulary.  

Art
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Art gives children an opportunity to create and represent in a visual form.

Activity: (Create a colorful collage)
1. Have your child choose different colored textured materials for their collage. 

2. Your child may then glue [image: image4.wmf] all different textures[image: image5.wmf] to the paper to create their own masterpiece like Eric Carle (creative expression) . 

Table Game

This game allows children to expand their emerging math skills such as counting, number recognition, and one to one correspondence, as well as strengthening their fine motor skills.
Activity: (Sorting Color Bears)
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1. Your child and you will both play this game. Have your child spin the spinner and identify what color it lands on. 
2. Find that color bear and place it on the mat that matches that color bear.
3. When all the bears are gone they are finished.
4. At the end, count each color and see what color had the most bears and which had the least. 

 Easel Painting
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Easel painting allows children to throw their whole body into their painting process.
Activity: (Characters from the Story)

1. Discuss with your child what character they would like to paint from the story.    [image: image9.jpg]-9




2. Have your child use the paper to paint their character.
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3.  Put your child’s name on the Paper.
4. Put it on the drying rack to dry
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Sensory Table
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They can use their senses to touch, feel, taste, smell, and see.
Activity: (Color Art)
1. Have your child get a large Ziploc bag.
2. Have your child use the spoon to put all the different colors [image: image13.jpg]


 of paint inside the bag.

3. Seal the bag and put the bag on the tray. 
4. Once on the tray, have your child create pictures using their fingers on the outside of the bag.

5. Talk about different things that you can draw on the bag. 

Snack
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Your child will be able to use their creativity in creating a Bear Claw using the materials provided for their snack. 
Activity:  (Make a bear claw)
1. Have your child take a prepared bag to create their bear claw snack. 
2. Take 1 sugar cookie. [image: image15.jpg]



3. Frost the sugar cookie with the frosting. 

4. Place 5 pretzel sticks 
 as claws on the edge of your cookie.
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5.  Enjoy the snack. 
Discovery Area
The discovery table allows children to spark their curiosity, wonder and try new and interesting things.  They can use their senses to touch, feel, taste, smell, and see.

Activity: (Tasting Bear Food)

1. Put your child’s name on a taste testing graph

Tasting Bear Food

By, _______________________

	
	I Like It
	I Don’t Like It
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Berries
	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	


2. Have your child try each type of food a bear would eat and sample it

[image: image21.wmf]  [image: image22.jpg]


[image: image23.wmf]
3. Have your child record their results by coloring a smiley face if they liked the food or a sad face if they didn’t like the food.
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My Sticker Bear Book
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Name ______________
Put the sticker between the bears.
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Put the sticker above the bear.
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Put the sticker on the bear.
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Put the sticker under the bear.
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Put the sticker next to the bear.
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Put the sticker anywhere on the bear. 
[image: image33.png]



